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Mission  

Statement 
 

We the    

people of   

St. Mary  

Parish,  

because  

of our  

baptismal  

promises and 

compelled by our 

Catholic  

identity, seek  

to be an  

example of  

Godõs presence  

by worship,  

education,  

and service to  

our neighbors 

with sensitivity  

to those most in 

need of  

Godõs love. 

Parish Website: www.stmaryriverside.org 

 



From the Pastorõs Desk!                                      August 21, 2016 
 

 Tomorrow, Monday, August 22nd we welcome back the faculty, staff and students  

 of St. Mary School.  Where did those weeks of summer go?  2016 celebrates the 

 90th year of our schoolôs opening and we are filled with great excitement and  

 anticipation for an incredible year as we welcome 377 students - 56 Preschool  

 Students and 321 Kindergarten thru 8th Grade Students.  (These numbers were as 

 of July 30th and will fluctuate as the year begins.  As a reference point, last year at 

 this time we were at 374 registered students.)   

 

In addition to new students and their families, we welcome 4 new teachers and staff members to our 

St. Mary School and Parish Community as well. 

§ Miss Margaret Jacobson is our new kindergarten teacher;  

§ Miss Ashley Grengs is our new first grade teacher; 

§ Miss Lisa Bianchi is our new 4th and 5th grade math teacher with a 4th grade homeroom and,  

§ Mr. Thomas Buczek is our new physical education teacher. 

 

The academic excellence for which St. Mary School is known continues to be a special part of  

our parish community and our surrounding communities at large.  Manifesting a strong base of  

traditions and moral values of our Catholic faith, the mission of education is alive and thriving at  

St. Mary school! 

 

And speaking of thriving é Due to an unprecedented demand for our preschool program last  

year, the need for additional classroom space was identified.  Through the hard work, support and 

dedication of our School Advisory Board, Pastoral Council, Finance Council, school and parish 

staffs, the reorganization of existing space has been completed!  This year we are thrilled to have 

separate classrooms for each of our preschool programs ï one classroom for the 3 year old program 

and one classroom for the 4 year old program.  This additional classroom space was achieved by 

moving the school offices, moving the art room and the library and combining the School Music 

Room with the Church Choir room.  The preschool is now located where the school offices and  

art room used to be.  The Art Room was moved to the former library and the library to the former 

music room.  The school office was moved to the former preschool room.  There was a lot of  

moving going on this summer!!  Special tours of the new preschool rooms and school offices will  

be given by our 8th grade students on Sunday, September 11th after the 8:30, 10:00 and 11:30 a.m. 

Masses.  Please join us in the Oak Room for cake and coffee as we celebrate 90 wonderful years of 

our parishôs beginnings and continued promise and growth!     

      Fr. Tom 

 

Online registration for the REd Religious Education Program has begun.  

Please register online at our parish website - www.stmaryriverside.org.  
 

Classes begin the week of September 11th. Text/call Mrs. Barb at 708-830-4006  

or Mrs. Alice Kowalski at the REd office at 708-447-6812 for more information. 

 

Is an angel whispering in your ear? REd is in need of kind, caring adults who  

are willing to share our Catholic faith with our children for 20 sessions from  

September-April. For more information, please text/call Mrs. Barb. 

tel:708-830-4006


 

OUR PART 

 

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ï AUGUST 28TH 
 

             Next week óour partô of the readings, everyoneôs part, is to sing this Response:  

 

ñGOD, IN YOUR GOODNESS, YOU HAVE MADE A HOME FOR THE POOR.ò 
 

The readings are Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Psalm 68:4-7, 10-11; Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24; Luke 14:1, 7-14. Reading 

this scripture before we attend Mass next Sunday will enable us to be more fully prepared to listen to Godôs Word and 

faithfully to sing our part, ñGOD, IN YOUR GOODNESS, YOU HAVE MADE A HOME FOR THE POOR.ò  
 

A MEDITATION  

 

   God, in Your goodness, You have made a home. 

   But my Lord, who should live there ï the famous, 

   The rich, the fair, the blessed of chromosome? 

   Who could deserve a place so marvelous?  

   ñThis is a home for the poor,ò He replied. 

   ñBut there is plenty room for the humble. 

   Both kinds will do, but one has to decide 

   To seek Me or sit outside and grumble.ò 

   Then He said, ñYou canôt pay your way in here; 

   Your fame, good looks, your job, or ancestry,  

   Mean nothing to Me, those things disappear; 

   They came and went, tested you, informed Me. 

   Your home is not here in this holy space, 

   Too many poor and humble in this place.ò 

    

       Deacon Bob 
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